
Information Relating to Laws and Regulations
Governing Land Use

Land use in the Town of Manchester-by-the-Sea is subject to regulation under various Town By-
Laws and statutes of the Commonwealth.  Included among these are the Zoning By-Law of the 
Town of Manchester-by-the-Sea adopted pursuant to Chapter 40A of the General Laws as 
amended by Chapter 808 of the Acts of 1975, "The Zoning Act" of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, and the following:

General By-Laws of the Town of Manchester-by-the-Sea
The General By-Laws have several sections regulating land use activities in the community.  
These include the Earth Removal By-Law (Article XII), the Historic District By-Law (Article 
XVI), the General Wetlands By-Law (Article XVII), and By-Laws regulating swimming pools, 
signs and advertising devices, snow guards, road openings, and billboards (Article X).

MBTS Subdivision Rules and Regulations
These local Regulations set forth the Planning Board's procedures and standards to be followed 
in the subdivision of land and the construction of ways pursuant to "The Subdivision Control 
Law," Chapter 41 of the General Laws.

Massachusetts State Building Code
The State Building Code sets forth construction regulations, administered by the Building 
Inspector, relative to the construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, demolition, removal, 
inspection, issuance and revocation of permits or licenses, installation of equipment, 
classification and definition of buildings and structures and use or occupancy thereof.

State Environmental Code- Title 5
This Code sets forth the minimum standards for the protection of public health and the 
environment when circumstances require the use of individual systems for the disposal of 
sanitary sewage in areas where municipal sewage systems are not available. The Board of 
Health's also has additional local rules and regulations pertaining to the construction or 
installation of on-lot sewage disposal systems in areas not connected to the municipal sewers.

MBTS Historic Districts
This local By-Law sets forth the boundary description of the Historic District and the regulations
administered by the Historic Districts Commission pertaining to the preservation and protection 
of buildings, places and districts of historic significance in such zones through the development 
and maintenance of appropriate settings.  Maps of the District are available on the Town website.

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act & Local By-Law
The Act is administered by the Manchester Conservation Commission and provides for public 
review of proposed projects which involve construction or other alterations of land in or near 
wetlands or land deemed subject to periodic flooding. The Conservation Commission has also 
adopted additional regulations under a local by-law approved by Town Meeting.




